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JOHN KERRY

MASSACHUSETTS

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2102

One Bowdoin Square
Tenth Floor

Boston, MA 02114-2919
September 21, 1992

New England Korean American Citizens League
48 Washington Drive
Acton, MA 01720

TO THE ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS OF THE SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
MEETING:

on behalf of all the citizens of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I would like to congratulate you on your
successful second general assembly meeting. You are to be
commended for your involvement in the political process,
particularly voter registration.

As a United States Senator, I am deeply aware that each vote
represents an opinion on an important issue. I have always been
guided not only by my own beliefs, but by those of my
constituents. Each election, whether local or naticnal, offers
me the opportunity to learn your views, which I consider daily as
part of my work in Congress. It is thus vital that each citizen
in our Commonwealth exercise his or her right to vote.

Throughout my years in public life, I have witnessed the
immense contributions of ethnic minorities to our great state.
The Korean community, in particular, has a proud record of
economic and cultural success. Our nation was founded by
immigrants whose dreams of independence led them to this great
land. It is this same independence and concern for enhancing the
rights of the individual that I applaud vou for today.

Thank you for your contribution to the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and best wishes for a second general assembly
meeting as successful as the first.

Si ceiji¥,
John F. Kerry
United States Se¢nator
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READY FOR A 'BUSHWHACKING'

Amidst the hoopla of the 1992 Demo-
cratic National Convention, Madison
Square Garden, New York, July 13-16,
Democratic leaders of Asian descendants
gathered for a pep-rally of their own. The
Asian Pacific American Advisory Council
of the Democratic National Committee
sponsored a Gala Cocktail Reception for
the leaders of the Asian-American com-
munity on July 14, at the Starlight Roof of
The Waldorf-Astoria, New York. More
than a thousand guests attended the gath-
ering to show support for the Democratic
Presidential candidate Bill Clinton, as
well as other current elected Asian-Amer-
ican Democratic government officials.

Congressman Robert T. Matsui, 3rd
District of California, kicked-off the two-
hour long program by declaring the need
for a major change in America. He
emphasized the significance of Asian
Pacific Americans’ role within the Demo-
cratic party and to the upcoming presiden-
tial campaign. “The leadership and values
from our(Asian Pacific Americans) com-
munity are essential to addressing the
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Two Korean-American women in public
service.(left: Sophia Heesook Kang,
Deputy Director, New York City
Mayor’s Office for
Asian Affairs; right:

Florence Myeong-Hwa Lowe,
Deputy Director of Operations,
Senate Ways And Means Committee,
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts)

challenges of our country,” said Matsui.
Although, many people attended the

function expecting the appearance of Bill

Clinton, it was Hillary Clinton who

addressed the Asian-Americans in support
of her husband. “When I look around here
and see the people gathered here, 1 don’t
see it in terms of Asian Pacific American
caucus. I see in here Americans,” Said
Mrs. clinton who claims to be the next
first lady of the United States. She empha-
sized the need for a president who values
and respects contribution of all
Americans. Mentioning that she and her
husband sees all issues in respect to the
“Chelsea Test” (from the name of their
twelve—year old daughter Chelsea), she
stated that “what we want for America is
what we want for our children.”

Among the speakers who fired—up the
crowd was United States Senator Daniel
K. Inouye of Hawaii who addressed the
seriousness of existence of racism in
America. “We must call racism for what it
is. This country is a country of immi-
grants, there is no room for racism here,”
said Inouye. “I’m doing everything I can
to elect Bill clinton as our next president.
I say, we ‘bushwhack’ the man in the
White House now.”



THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Committee Chairperson Douglas Duksoo Wohn

TR

The development Commitiee, the sixth of eight committees in the New England Korean
American Citizens' League (NEKACL), came into birth this year. It has a 1992 budget of $600
which will be utilized to explore the resources of the Asian American Community.

Its objectives are to establish channels of communication to other communities and to involve
ourselves, as discussed in the last NEKACL meeting, in socio-cultural activities as well as
political ones. I hope this Committee will eventually be able to contribute to the strength of our
country, the United States of America.

Having said the above, I'd like to share the activities this Committee has just started to
get involved with in its first year.
The following will also serve as the 1992 report of the Committee. Basically there were four
activities:
1) I aitended the seventh Asian Unity Dinner with several members of the Korean American
Society in New England. Its theme was Community In Action and the key speech was about
the Los Angeles situation last April. I would suggest the NEKACL participate in the 1993
Asian Unity Dinner in order to be part of the estimated 1,000 people that will attend;
2) This Committee further promoted interaction amongst Asian Americans by participating in
the first Asian American Festival held at the Hatch Shell on the Esplanade last August.
Despite the stormy weather on the previous night, it turned out to be a perfect day for the
outdoor performance of Korean folksongs and Taekwondo in front of the large audience. It will
be an annual festival and the NEKACL should support the participation of the Korean
performance groups;
3) I have met and talked to the members of the Asian American Resources Workshop
(AARW). This group addresses Asian American issues, history, and experiences. I think it
is important for the NEKACL to keep in touch with such organizations as the AARW and it is
desirable to join some of them as an association member;
4) Finally, there have been several meetings between Korean Americans and African
Americans. Each accomodated the other's opinions, comments, and interpretations on what
happened in LA, after the Rodney King case. I think that all who participated achicved a better
understanding of the situation and planned a positive approach to have cross-cthnic programs
through four subcommittees (media, business, socio-cultural, and academic).

All of these activities need more participants/volunteers as well as the support from the

Korean American Community. To contribute to our society as new Frontiers, the Committee
will get involved and reach out in the coming years.

_10_.
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They Armed in
Self-Defense

By ELAINE H. KiM

hen images of armed Korean shopkeepers and
headlines about conflicts between African-
Americans and Korean-Americans were sud-
denly beamed from Los Angeles two weeks
ago, seemingly out of nowhere and without
history or context, I knew it was another case of visual
media racism. The disembodied images implied that both
groups come from cultures more violent and racist than
the dominant culture. They also diverted attention away
from a long tradition of racial violence that was not creat-
ed by African-Americans or Korean-Americans.

The tensions among people of color are rooted in racial
violence woven into U.S. history for the past 500 years
and evidenced today in a judicial system that can
allow the men who beat

other possibilities. The " world history” courses I took start-
ed with Greece and Rome; China and Japan were barely
mentioned—and Korea never was.

Like many Korean exiles whose political consciousness
ripened under Japanese colonialism, my father was a fierce
nationalist fond of talking about Koreans as a people of
great courage and talent. When we were small, heregaled us
with tales of heroes like Sohn Kee-chung, the Korean mara-
thon runner who proved the bankruptcy of Hitler’s notion of
the Aryan "master race” when he won a gold medal in the
1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany. My father also claimed
that Koreans were responsible for astounding and impor-
tant inventions, such as gunpowder and movable type, as
well as one of the world’s oldest astronomical observatories.

Gold medal: Although I searched and searched, I could
find no trace, in the America outside our house, of the
things my father told us about. Because of Korea’s suzerain
relationship with China, Korean inventions such as gun-
powder are commonly thought to be Chinese. Likewise,
Sohn Kee-chung ran the marathon in a Japanese uniform
because Korea was a colony of Japan at the time. The gold
medal went to Japan. Later, I began to wonder if my father
had made up these things. It was almost as if Korea had
never existed, or its existence made no difference.

Why did my parents talk so much about Korea? After
all, they both lived most

Rodney King to escape
conviction. The so-called

of their lives in the United

black-Korean problem is a
decontextualized manifes-
tation of a much larger
problem. The roots lie not
in the Korean-immigrant-
owned corner store situated
in a community ravaged by
poverty and police violence,
but stretch far back to the

| The so-called

black-Korean
problem
masks a
deeper racism
in this country

States. Why didn’t they take
on an "American” identi-
ty? My mother grew up on
the plantations and tenant
farms of Hawaii and Califor-
nia. Although she did not
visit Korea until she was in
her 60s, she considered her-
self a Korean. My father
came to Chicago as a foreign

i
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corridors of corporate and

student in 1926. He lived

government offices in Los

Angeles, Sacramento and Washington, D.C. Without an
understanding of our histories, Korean-Americans and
African-Americans, it seems, are ready to engage in a
zero-sum game over the crumbs of a broken society, a war
in which the advancement of one group means deteriora-
tion for the other.

I have lived all my life in the United States. Even though
people still compliment me occasionally on my ability to
speak English and ask me when I am returning to "my
country,” I don’t consider myself Korean. I am Korean-
American. My consciousness was shaped by the civil-rights
movement led by African-Americans, who taught me to
reject the false choice between being treated as a perpetual
foreigner and relinquishing my own identity for someone
else’s Anglo-American one. For me, African-Americans per-
manently redefined the meaning of “American.” I came to
understand how others had also been swept aside by the
dominant culture: my schooling offered nothing about Chi-
canos or Latinos, and most of what I was taught about
African-Americans was distorted to justify their oppression
and vindicate the forces of that oppression.

Likewise, Korean-Americans have been and continue
to be used for someone else’s agenda and benefit, whether
we are hated as foreigners who refuse to become “good
Americans,” stereotyped as diligent work machines or sim-
ply treated as if we do not exist. Throughout my childhood,
the people who continually asked, *“What are you?” knew
nothing of Korea or Koreans. “Are you Chinese or Japa-
nese?” they would ask confidently, as if there were no

" in the United States for 63
years. My parents didn’t embrace an American identity
because racism did not give them that choice. My mother
arrived in Hawaii as an infant in 1903, but she could not
vote until she was in her 508, when laws prohibiting per-
sons born in Korea from becoming naturalized U.S.
citizens were overturned. My father never became a
US. citizen, at first because he was not allowed to
and later because he did not want to. He kept him-
self going by believing that he would return to
Korea in triumph someday. Instead, he died in Oakland
at 88, and we buried him in Korea in accordance with
his wishes.

When the Los Angeles Police Department and the state
government failed to respond to the initial outbreak of
violence in South-Central, I suspected that Korean-Ameri-
cans were being used as human shields to protect the real
source of rage. Surveying the charred ruins of Koreatown,
Korean-American newcomers must feel utterly betrayed
by what they had believed was a democratic system that
would protect life, liberty and property. The shopkeepers
who trusted the government to protect them lost every-
thing. In a sense, they may have finally come to know what
my parents knew more than half a century ago: that the
American Dream is only an empty promise. .

I only hope that we can turn our outrage into energy,
because I still want to believe the promise is real.

Kim is a professor of Asian American studies at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley.
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